
Dear Parents,

I am pleased to report that the school is starting to settle into 
its routines and classes are now hard at work getting down 
to the serious - but hopefully somewhat enjoyable - business 
of learning! As schools around us seem to be struggling with 
the flu and other viruses I am pleased to report that our at-
tendance has been excellent with our absentee rates being 
average to better than average. However, today we had our 
first suspected case of H1Ni virus within our school commu-
nity. The family is fine and are taking the appropriate meas-
ures as directed by their family doctor. In keeping with Heath 
Department guideline we share this to keep you informed 
and to remind you to seek medical advice should any of 
your family exhibit flu or fever symptoms. I stress that some 
students contracting this virus was to be expected, and that 
there is no need to be concerned of any health threat at 
HKA at this time. We have observed no spikes in absentee-
ism and have less than 4% of our students away today - 
which is below average. 

As reported in the last Xiao Xi we remain in close contact 
with the Education and Health Departments, as well as our 
colleagues in other international schools in monitoring these 
virus outbreaks. As a staff we have spent time reviewing our ÒE-LearningÓ op-
tions and are ready for any possible school closures - although we will avoid 
this at all costs. With your help we hope to get through the season relatively 
unaffected.

In other news I would like to welcome Sarah Wong to the staff. Sarah will be joining us for four days a week as 
a Library Co-teacher. Sarah, a long-term parent at the school, has always been a strong literacy advocate both 
as a parent and volunteer. Sarah is currently work on her Librarian qualification and certification.

In closing, could I please ask that everyone takes the time to review the critical events coming up in the school 
calendar. I cannot emphasis enough the importance of ALL parents attending the back to school nights. A criti-
cal link in good education is a strong and open link between school and home. Being well informed leads to 
better understandings, ensures parents can better support their children in their learning and really does help 
avoid those misunderstandings which get in the way of good communication. Following the primary Open 
House is a Board/Parent social which the teachers will attend. This is an Ôadult onlyÕ event that allows the HKA 
community to mix and get to know each other better. Lastly,  the first of the upcoming events is the BoardÕs ini-
tial information session on the Sai Kung project. If at all possible, please try and make it so that you can hear,  
first-hand, the developments and processes mapped out for this project. For those of you who are relatively 
unfamiliar with the Sai Kung area please check out the Google image on page 8 of this issue.

Thanking you for your continued support.

Andy
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Upcoming Events

 September 10 - Sai Kung Pro -
ject Information evening

 September 15 Back to School 
Night - PS

September 15 Parents, Teach -
ers, Board Social

September 22 Back to School 
Night - MS/HS

September 25 Coffee with Andy



News from the Board of Trustees

Sai Kung Information Night:  The Board will be hosting an information evening on Thursday, September 10 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Art Room in the MS/HS Building to share current information about our plans for the site, the time 
frame for building, and capital fundraising plans.  There will be ample opportunity for you to ask questions and share 
your thoughts and concerns.  We will show pictures of the site and the surrounding area.

Meet the Board. On Tuesday, September 15, at 7:30 p.m., following the Primary School Back to School Night, the 
Board will be hosting an informal gathering for parents and staff in the MS/HS Gym.  We have planned only one re-
ception for the entire school, because we would like to encourage the whole parent community to come together on a 
single evening.  

Come join us and get to know your HKA community.  Contributions of food are greatly  appreciated (please talk to 
your room parents) and drinks will be provided.

10th Anniversary.  Planning is well under way for our 10th anniversary celebrations.  But we still need your help!  
Please email me or Preneet Malhotra, if you would like to work on any of the initiatives, including special merchan-
dise, media coordination, community service projects, a lecture series, alumni outreach, and other special events.

Board Communications:  Susan Choi has set up a conference (folder icon) on FirstClass that anyone can access 
(starting next week) that will provide more background on the Board and its activities.  

We also have a new mailbox for FirstClass email:  Board Comment Box (up  next week).  We always want to hear 
from you!  Please let us know your thoughts about the school (both positive and critical).  

On Our Agenda:  Many of you probably wonder what it is that the Board actually does.  I will use this space to give 
you an idea of what is on our plate from time to time.  We will also have two Board information nights, one later in 
the fall and one in the spring, to bring you up-to-date on school finances and certain key initiatives.

Our current focus is on planning for the coming year.  We are in the process of reviewing goals set for last year by the 
Andy, the Board and each of the standing committees, and progress made toward those goals.  We are also reviewing 
the results of the parent and faculty/staff surveys.  Starting with those inputs, we will set our priorities and goals for 
the coming year.  

Are You on Facebook?  As part of our efforts to bring our community  together and reach out to alumni and friends, 
HKA will be starting an HKA Facebook page.  If you use Facebook, and want to be a ÒfanÓ of HKA, please send me 
your email address.  IÕd like to gather as many fans as possible before we launch the new page.  Of course, once we 
get up and running we hope everyone will friend us and use the new page to share photos and memories of our 
school.

Thanks,

Stephanie Oana
Board Chair
(s&j.osha@hkacademy.edu.hk)
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Coffee with Andy
Starting on September 25 will be the 
first ÒCoffee with AndyÓ session. For 
those of you who are new to the 
school or have not had a chance to at-
tend before, this is an informal get-
together held about once a month 
where you as parents get to chat with 
the schoolÕs Director. Andy  will usu-
ally  share what is happening in the 
school and whatÕs coming up, but the 
focus is on the opportunity  for par -
ents to ask questions  on topics that 
they would like to raise. It is not a 
time to talk about individual students  
or specific concerns about your chil-
dren but to discuss issues that are im-
portant to  you and your childrenÕs 
education.

The first coffee morning will be held 
in Q88 Wine bar/coffee shop in the 
JW Marriott in Admiralty  from 10 
-11am.

5,025.40 Raised for Com-
munity Chest

At our recent end of the month casual 
dress day 5025.40 HK$ was raised. 
These funds will be donated to the 
Community Chest Appeal who will be 
holding a dress down day later in the 
month

Introducing our IB PYP Coordina-
tor Coach - Kim Engasser

A hearty welcome to all new parents, and welcome back to 
all returning parents! It has been great to see many new 
and familiar faces over these past two weeks .

My name is Kim Engasser and I am the Primary Years Pro-
gramme Coordinator at HKA. This is my second year at 
HKA and I am excited about being part of this professional 
development community. For those of you who donÕt know 
me as yet, I am from California, USA, but have been living 
and working abroad for over 12 years.

Aside from working with all the grade level teachers in the 
planning, teaching and assessing of practice to integrate 
curriculum units that foster the inquiry process, I also sup-
port the specialist teachers by planning for inquiry in the 
single subject classroom, including Mandarin. In addition, I 
facilitate collaborative planning meetings between class-
room teachers and specialist teachers to plan for authentic 
integration. In doing so, I believe that our students will be 
provided with meaningful experiences based on the process 
of inquiry, and that, thus, the students develop significant 
understandings about the topics studied.

Recently, during the new staff orientation, I had the oppor-
tunity to provide a two day ÔInduction to the PYPÕ work-
shop for the new staff. I will continue to support all primary 
teachers throughout the year by running a variety of in-
house workshops that provide professional development 
opportunities for teachers to share their learning journeys in 
the PYP.

I look forward to meeting and working with you this year. 
Please note that in January, we have scheduled a curricu-
lum evening to introduce paretns to the PYP. This ÔInduc-
tion to the PYPÕ workshop will be for all new and interested 
parents. If you have any questions, please donÕt hesitate to 
contact me. I look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

Kim Engasser, PYP Coordinator/Coach
2575-8282, Ext. 139  kim.engasser@hkacademy.edu.hk

mailto:kim.engasser@hkacademy.edu.hk
mailto:kim.engasser@hkacademy.edu.hk


Dear Primary School Parents,

It is hard to believe we have just completed our first two weeks of school. The children have 
settled in so seamlessly that it feels as though we have been working together for much 
longer. It wonÕt be long now until I am welcoming all of you to our Primary School ÒBack to 
School Night/Board Social EveningÓ,  to be held on Tuesday, September 15 th  starting 
promptly at 6:30 pm.  The format will be slightly different this year as we combine the eve -
ning with our Board Social. Additionally, our Specialist, Mandarin, and Learner Support Staff will  
give presentations - along with our classroom teachers. More information, and a schedule of 
presentations, will come home via backpack mail next week. 

Now that school is in full swing our Mandarin sound files and CDÕs are in place to support your 
child's Mandarin homework. For grades K5- G2 sound files may be found on FC in Putonghua 
World, and the G3-G5 CD can be found in the back of your childÕs Chinese Made Easy text -
book.

I would like to remind parents of our homework procedures developed in collaboration with 
teacher input and parent feedback.

Primary School Homework Guidelines and Procedures for HKA

Primary School teachers use the following guidelines when assigning homework:
¥ Homework builds on and reinforces skills already introduced;
¥ Homework is relevant and meaningful for students and deepens their understanding;
¥ Homework includes a portion of time for independent reading;
¥ Homework is to be completed independently in a manageable time frame;
¥ Homework should generally not be given on the weekend or holidays, if homework is as -

signed on a weekend or a holiday, it is not expected back until one day after the return to 
school;

¥ Students studying an instrument are expected to practice during the week as assigned;
¥ Students in a second language program will have homework daily from Grade 1 onwards;
¥ Students developing keyboarding skills are expected to practice typing three times a week 

from Grade 3 onwards;
¥ Specialist homework: PE, Art, Library, Music (other than instrument practice), and IT (other 

than typing) will be assigned on a project basis and will be in coordination with Grade Level 
Teachers.

In General Grade Level Homework Time Frame Expectations per day are:
¥ K5: 10 minutes of independent reading starting later in semester one 
¥ G1: 20 - 30 minutes (including 10 - 15 minutes of independent reading)
¥ G2: 30 - 40 minutes (including 15 - 20 minutes of independent reading)
¥ G3: 45 - 60 minutes (including 15 - 20 minutes of independent reading)
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Primary School       
News



¥ G4: 55 - 70 minutes (including 20 - 30 minutes of independent reading)
¥ G5: 60 - 90 minutes (including 20 - 30 minutes of independent reading)

The above guidelines may vary from student to student and from assignment to assignment. 
Please feel free to contact your child's teacher, or myself, about our homework procedures.

Andy mentioned earlier that we are experiencing typical attendance for the first weeks back. 
It is important, however, to continue to practice healthy habits during this flu season. Please 
remind your children to:

¥ Cover their mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing;
¥ Cough or sneeze into a tissue and then throw it away; 
¥ Cover their cough or sneeze if they do not have a tissue. Then, clean hands, and do so every 

time you cough or sneeze.

Hand washing:
Wash hands frequently with soap and warm water for 15 to 20 seconds. That's about the 
same time it takes to sing the "Happy Birthday" song twice!

Alcohol-Based Hand Wipes and Gel Sanitizers Work Too!
When soap and water are not available, alcohol-based disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers 
may be used. You can find them in most supermarkets and drugstores. If using gel, rub your 
hands until the gel is dry. The gel doesn't need water to work; the alcohol in it kills the germs 
on your hands.

Source: FDA/CFSAN Food Safety A to Z Reference Guide, September 2001

Please remember to follow HKA attendance procedures if your child has been ill. A child must 
be fever, vomit and diarrhea free for  24 hours before returning to school.  In the interest of 
the children and entire school community, we appreciate your  cooperation regarding this im -
portant policy.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Regards, Virginia
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Introducing Sheena Law 
For many people Sheena will be the first person you will 
meet after tramping up the steps to the Primary Building and 
often the person you will encounter when calling the school. 
Sheena has been working as a temp helping out with ad-
missions and accounts for a few months now and as  of the 
start of the new school year has taken up the permanent 
position of receptionist and admissions assistant. She is 
based just inside the red door ready to deal with your enquir-
ies and redirect  lost souls. While new to the school, Sheena 
has done a great job in getting to know the school proce-
dures and all the people who make HKA a great place. 
Sheena is now ready to assist you. So please say hi and 
welcome her to  Hong Kong Academy.



Middle/High School 
News

The M/H school is now sitting on a solid enrolment of 122 with another Grade 10 student joining our ranks this 
week. After two full weeks of school now, routines are settling down, and students are starting to get into 
ÔworkÕÉAll of our Grade 6 and 7 students have been issued a homework diary (it was also made available to 
Grade 8, 9 and 10 students) and we urge you to keep a check on it to determine what work is due and whenÉ
Please note that the due dates are noted on the top of the page where it says 
Ò Work due in todayÓ.

If older students have chosen not to use the diary, they have been told that they must have another system in 
place (whether is be ical, or their own choice of hard copy diary), hence all students should be using a system to 
record work and when it is due. Your support in keeping a check on this along with us is greatly appreciated.

As we believe firmly in the value of homework Ð and as much of our homework is a carry-over from classroom 
work, it is imperative that students get into good habits to deal with the higher workload in the M/H school. We 
are in the process of putting more determined consequences in place to keep track of those students who are 
consistently missing deadlines, and this year we will be operating a weekly homework detention for those stu-
dents who are repeatedly missing work completion dates. Parents will be notified a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance should we feel that a follow up detention is required, and in the interim you will have been advised via 
First Class that your child has not been passing in homework. Occasional ÔmissesÕ are a part of life, but we need 
students to understand that this will not be tolerated on a regular, ongoing basis across subject areas. We hope 
you will support us in this.

In the meantime, while it is important for students to have a quiet, well-lit place to complete homework, we ad-
vise that some supervision should take place. If at all possible, homework should be completed in a more public 
area where you are able to keep an eye on what is happening and how long it is taking. Homework that is taking 
ÔtooÕ long may not all be homework! This is especially so if students are using the laptops. While we are trying 
to educate our students to use their laptops responsibly Ð and are able to monitor this in the school setting - we 
look to you to assist with this on the home-front. 

We have found (and there is now considerable research to support this) that imposing too many limitations on 
laptop settings leads to more experimentation and potential problems than are encountered if students are given 
more responsibility Ð with the understanding that there will be consequences should they be found to be acting 
outside the guidelines given. Our students are often far more tech savvy than we all are, and far more willing to 
take risks in looking for alternatives. If we put barriers in place, it becomes a ÔgameÕ for them to find a way 
around them Ð  yes - even the most angelic among our ranks!

A need for privacy when completing homework is a simple one for you to addressÉThere really is nothing to 
be hidden with homework! We ÔexpectÕ students to be showing it to you!
On another topic, students are looking very smart in their new uniforms, and we are informed that Ôout of stockÕ 
items will be back in the store within approximately two weeks. In the meantime students have been doing a 
great job of wearing other white tops Ð or the burgundy cotton t-shirt. We thank you for your help with this. 
Some students, however, are already starting to wear their ÔhoodiesÕ , so if you have not yet purchased these, 
please try to do so within the next month or so. 

Alternative outerwear (with the exception of the ÔTsunami or Lands End hoodies that some students purchased 
last year) will no longer be deemed acceptable as the cooler weather approaches. Be aware too, that there is a 
warmer ÔjacketÕ also available in navy blue for the colder winter period. 

Regards
Merris
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IB MYP and Diploma News
This is the first in a series of articles to inform you about MYP, and, progress on the journey to the IB 
Diploma authorisation. In this edition of the Xiao Xi I hope to answer the following questionÉ 

How is assessment carried out in MYP?

MYP assessment is based on the important principle of formative assessment. Formative assessment 
means that the aim of assessement is to help students understand their progress and how they can im-
prove their performance. MYP assessment should not be thought of as something to be done at the end 
of the course, or as an extra to other assessment done in school. Students, therefore, have to understand 
the methods of assessment and play an active role in the process. 

The assessment system used in MYP is Criterion-referenced. Our students are assessed against prescri-
bed standards (levels of achievement). The beauty of this system is that students are assessed for what 
they can do, rather than being ranked against each other as in a Norm-referenced system. Students are 
informed about the assessment criteria being used to mark each piece of work, and receive feedback on 
their performance based on the level descriptors.  Students may be assessed against the criteria in many 
of the following ways: tests, essays, presentations, modelling, videos, reports and many more.

What are our students taught to do?

 Understand the criteria and descriptors used for assessment for each subject.
 Compile their own assessment records.
 Undertake self-reflection about their learning in terms of the criteria, and for some areas kee-

ping a record of the process, called a Ôprocess journalÕ.
 Assess themselves and their peers using the criteria.

What are teachers required to do?

 Encourage students to use the criteria when doing assignments and to hand in drafts so that 
they can receive feedback in terms of the criteria. 

 Explain which assessment criteria will be used for a piece of work and give feedback to students.
 Write  task-specific achievement levels (rubrics) based on the criteria e.g. for research projects.
 Assess students against the criteria.

Each of the eight subject areas has different assessment criteria. These are based on each subjectÕs ob-
jectives and are a balance of concepts and skills. 

Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have further questions.

Les Millard
IB Coordinator



DonÕt forget the Sai Kung Information Night!  - Thursday 
September 10 -7pm 

In Art Room the MS/HS Building

Hope to see you there!
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